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A Message from Our New Council President, Brian Kent  
or some newer members who do not know me well, I want to introduce myself in a unique and personal 

ǿŀȅΦ L ŀƳ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǘ ƻǊ άLέ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¦ƴǘƛƭ L ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ άvǳƛŜǘέ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 

appreciate the challenges and gifts of being an άLέΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ άLέ must have 

quiet time alone every day to think, decompress, and 

keep things in perspective.  It helps me listen, and 

collaborate better, and accept personal setbacks easier.  

aȅ άLέ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŦƛƴŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ Ƙƻōōȅ 

projects, and my never-ending attempts to strengthen 

Ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ άǊƻƻƳέ LΩƳ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŀǎ L 

think and pray about my faith is my chapel, hence the 

column title.  

Last week, your elected council chose me as your 2020 

Congregational President. Leading this congregation 

means balancing humility, anxiety, joy, and frustration, 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƛƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΚέ bƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΧΦ 

weΩǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǳŜ ŀƴŘ DŜōƘŀǊǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƻ 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ άƭƻǎǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ 

ƻǳǊ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ άŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅέΦ  

However, what do we want to collectively do as a 

congregation as we live our finite lives in faith among a world whose needs well exceed our time and personal 

resources?  Can we fully define, embrace, and execute a mission that gives us a combination of personal and 

ŦŀƛǘƘ ōŀǎŜŘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǊ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ Ŏŀǳǎe? 

{ƻΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ ²Ŝ Řƻ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΣ ǿŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ right now. Miamisburg is already a better 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ .ǳǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ άƛƴ ǎǘǊƛŘŜέΣ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǎ efficient or effective 

in focusing our mission as we must be. So, the first order of business for Council will be to tackle what I believe 

will help define us ς ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ {ǘΩ WƻƘƴΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ aƛŀƳƛǎōǳǊƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ о-5 years?  I want you to 

think and pray about this question, because Council will need your help and consensus. If we want to thrive 

and compete in a socially aware and active world, we need to get this figured out and then proactively share it 

with our friends, neighbors, and community colleagues.  (Continued on page 2) 
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I love a good book.  I love the good ōƻƻƪΦ wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ LΩƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘΦ  

Our Lenten study series, ά9ƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Passion of Jesus,έ is based on a book of the 
same name by Amy Jill Levine.  Amy is professor of New Testament and Jewish 
{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ±ŀƴŘŜǊōƛƭǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ a God of 
love, justice, and peace.  

This is not your ordinary Lenten study. We will delve into the last days of 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ new ways to understand and question our own lives 
through the stories of his trials and choices. The journey will challenge us to 
examine our consciences which can bring us into closer relationship with 
others and the world.   

I certainly understand the preference to jump straight to the triumph of 
Easter.  We know the horrors of crucifixion and the love that compelled 
Jesus to be a willing participant in that end.   .ǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ L ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ  
This study will be comforting and deeply challenging as we talk about the 
risks Jesus asks us to take in order to love as he did.   

LǘΩǎ ǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿe should not read the biblical text, or understand 
the Passion narrative, the same way we did when we were children.  Lent 
for grownups is a period of personal atonement which gives us the chance 
to repair past wrongs that may be holding us back.  If we think of 
ŀǘƻƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ άŀǘ-one-ƳŜƴǘΣέ we discover a deeper understanding. At- one-
ment means being reconciled to each other. Our world needs a profound at-one-ment between humanity and 
divinity.  If I sound a little fired up about the topic, I am.  The Easter story is possible for the world in 2020 
if/ when we slow down to reflect on and be transformed by what happened on that first Easter.   As we look to 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ next two hundred years, we are invited to think deeply about how to follow Jesus into that future.  
Please come join the discussions on Wednesday nights to add your voice by putting yourself into the picture.  

 
Easter Blessings to You and Us, 

 

Pastor Robyn  
 

(Continued from front page) As I think of the greater problems of modern organized churches, and reflect on 

the huge world need for faith based community solutions, I get excited about the possibilities of helping, yet 

worry about the fear of falling short. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿƛƴ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜƴŀ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ 

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ L ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ Ƨƻō ŀǎ the coachΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊέΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

άǳǎέ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ όƻǊ ƴƻǘύ as a teamΦ LΩƳ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻŀŎƘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōȅ 

ŦƛƎǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ   όΧto be continued next month) BMK 

  

We are Christian  disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying Godõs grace! 

Pastorõs Pen- Seeing Ourselves in the Story   
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{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

great events in February. 1) The Synod 

seminar on Effective Church Councils; 

нύ ¢ƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘΩǎ wŀŎŜ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ 

on seeing Race through the Lens of 

Faith; and 3) A learning ŜǾŜƴǘ άhǇŜƴƛƴƎ 

5ƻƻǊǎ ǘƻ LƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎέ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ 5ƛƎƴƛǘȅ 

of Dayton.   

We are Christian disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying Godõs grace ! 

Pictured here is the annual pancake breakfast 

ŀƴŘ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜ ǊŀŎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ [Ŝƴǘ and it 

includes the hiding of the alleluias until Easter. 

Thank you to the learning committee, along with 

Tom Hoffman and Bruce Holtzman for their mad 

pancake cooking skills.  
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LENT 2020- ENTERING THE PASSION 
OF JESUS  (Wednesday Devotions & 
Discussion) 
Week 1, March 4 τ The Parade: Risking 
Reputation, WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ. 
Week 2, March 11τ The Temple: Risking 
Righteous Anger, as Jesus overturns tables in the 
Temple, we are called to examine whether 
"business as usual" in our own houses of worship is 
keeping us from deeper ministry. 
Week 3, March 18 τ The Teaching: Risking 
Challenge, WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ 
and show us new wisdom for our lives today. 
Week 4, March 25 τ The First Dinner: Risking Rejection, a woman anoints Jesus with nard in an extravagant 
act of devotion, prompting a heated debate about expressions of love and community values. 
Week 5, April 1 τ The Last Supper: Risking the Loss of Friends, Jesus' radical act sets a new example of love 
and sacrifice in relationship. 

Week 6, Holy Week  ς See the flier on the next page. 

 

WELCA MONTHLY MEETING & LINENS SHOWER 
FOR THE CHURCH 
KITCHEN AND THE 
ANNUAL GREEN 
FOOD BUFFET 
WELCA will be having a 
άkitchen linens showerέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ нnd meeting.  Please bring 
dish clothes, dish towels and potholders. The meeting will be at 
bŀƴŎȅ aŎ/ŀōŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ сΥолΦ  5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ 
green everything!  

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ it!  
 

 
EASTER FLOWERS 
Orders for Easter Flowers will begin on Sunday, March 15th, watch 
the bulletin for the order forms.   
 
As in the past, assorted Mums are $10.00 each.  Hydrangeas are 
not available this year. 
 

We are Christian disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying Godõs grace! 
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BIBLE STUDY BRUNCH - ALL ARE WELCOME 
The next Bible Study brunch will meet on Sunday March 1  after worship. Please read the 6th chapter of 
wŀŎƘŜƭ IŜƭŘ 9ǾŀƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ άLƴǎǇƛǊŜŘέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ .ǊƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛǘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ 
You can also download a free copy of the study guide from her website at www.rachelheldevans.com.  
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άLŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƴǳŀƭΣ ƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ōŜǎǘǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ wŀŎƘŜƭ IŜƭŘ 9Ǿŀƴǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ 
as she explores the magic of the Bible, engaging the old, familiar stories in new ways that honor the past and 
enlighten the present.  Come join the discussion.  
 

 
LIVELY LUTHERANS 
The Lively Lutherans will meet on Saturday, March 21st El Rancho 
Grande at 11:30 a.m.  The Lively Lutherans group is open to all. LǘΩǎ 
great fun when ten to twenty members of our church family meet 
monthly at a different restaurant in town.   Food, fellowship and a 
chance to get to know each other in a casual, outside of church 
locatioƴΦ  9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ consider trying it 
on for size.   For more information please contact Ida Geary (937-626-
7765) if you have any questions.  
 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place at 9am on Sunday, April 5th.   

 Meet in the Children's Chapel.  Donations are needed of individually  

 wrapped candy for the eggs and small prizes for the prize table.  See Barb  

 Hoffman with any questions. 

 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL EASTER BREAKFAST 
Start your Easter celebration with breakfast and fellowship at 9am on April 12th.  Hosted by the Learning 

Committee.  

 

   

We are Christian disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying Godõs grace! 

We are Christian disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying Godõs grace! We are Christian disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying Godõs grace! 

 

http://www.rachelheldevans.com/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=easter+egg+clipart&id=4014CB150E38A8C69A5FA5B657A8888BD6C3EDBE&FORM=IQFRBA
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Congregational Contacts 
 

 

  

March 8 
 Aiden Ring 
March 11 
 David Helter 
March 15 
 Rose Mears 
March 22 
 Brian Kent 
March 28 

 Marilyn Boyd 
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