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Luke 17:15-19

One of the Bible readings assigned for Thanksgiving Day is the story of the healing of the 10 Lepers, 
(Luke 17:11-19) from which the above quote is taken.  I recently read that Martin Luther was once 

it be that the actions of the tenth Leper provide a model for how we are called to live our lives as 
Disciples of Jesus?

First, he He that he had been healed.  As people of faith, do we pause and see what 
God is up to i
attention to how God is actively at work in our church?  

Second, when the Leper noticed that he had been healed, he he returned to Jesus.  
Every week we have an opportunity to turn back and return to Jesus as we gather for worship on 

healing presence is at work within us.

Next, the Leper shouted his praise, he fell down and worshipped and he gave thanks to Jesus.  This 
is what we do when we gather on Sundays.  We speak and sing our praises. We give thanks for 

which nourish us for our journey of faith.  Our weekly gatherings ground us in the goodness of God 
and reminds us where our source of life is found.  

Finally the tenth Leper   He will go back to his family and friends.  Back to the life he 
had before his illness drove him to isolation and quarantine.  However, he did not go back the same 
man.  He was transformed by his encounter with Jesus.  He received a healing that was more than 

located in Miamisburg, Ohio, Established in 1819 November 2022

MESSENGER



Volume MMXXII Issue 11    November 2022 2

We too 
give us a fresh start.   Fed and forgiven we begin each week freed from the sin that binds us.  We 

d the world!  

Tenth (former) Leper as we notice and see what God is up to in our lives.  As we turn back each 
week to praise and worship and give thanks.  And as we get up and go to live as Disciples in our day 

See you in church!

Pastor Heidi Johns 

Dear Siblings in Christ,                                November 1st, 2022

cooler weather and the onset of winter in six weeks, but big changes in our Pastoral leadership that I 

First of all, we briefly look back at the last year plus. We clearly owe a great big thanks to Pastor 
Joan Armstrong, who will deliver her last Sermon on November 6th

previously served as our interim Pastor, and agreed to continue supporting Council and the 
Congregation whilst we looked for permanent leadership. As President, I relied heavily on her advice 
and judgement during this period. On November 6th, we will have a small post-service celebration 
with light refreshments at the conclusion of her final service, which I hope you will attend. Thanks 
again Pastor Joan. 

o likely filled our 
supply pulpit more than any other of our supply Pastors. He guided us through an entire Lent-Easter 
season, and brought us stories from his home church in Tanzania. Thank you Pastor Rogers for all 
you did during the last year, we truly appreciated your service and commitment to St Johns. 

Upper Peninsula, not too far from the shores of Lake Superior.   She is a life-long Lutheran and from 
an early age was very active in the life of the congregation she was raised in.  When she was in high 
school her Pastor asked her if she had ever considered going into the ministry.  The suggestion 
struck a chord in her. She graduated from Concordia College (ELCA) in Moorhead, MN with a degree 
in Social Work and then attended Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.  She was ordained in 1991 and 
has been serving in churches ever since, including churches in rural North Dakota; Milwaukee, WI, 
and Glen Ellyn, IL.  In 2014 she received a call to serve as Lead Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
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Church in Cincinnati.  She recently retired from Good Shepard in May of 2022.  In June of 2021 
Pastor Heidi married Chris Schaefer, a retired attorney who worked as an Assistant Prosecutor for 

much of the summer of 2022 traveling to various parts of the US and loved every minute of it! In her 
free time Pastor Heidi enjoys walking, reading, exploring new parts of Cincinnati, researching and 
planning the next travel trailer adventure, and cheering on her beloved Green Bay Packers.

reception for her at the conclusion of service, so please plan to come and introduce yourself!  Thanks 
to all for your support and understanding throughout this long process, I look forward to working 
with Pastor Heidi!  

Brian
Brian M Kent, Ph.D., Pr

WELCA will meet on Monday, November 7th at the church.

All women are welcome to attend.  

We are Christian disciples serving the world 

could be a lot of traffic in both the 
building and parking lot.  Please be 
especially cautious if you will be on the 
property on Tuesday, November 8th from 
6:30 a.m. 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 12th at 9:00 a.m. 
All help that day is appreciated.
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We are Christian disciples serving 

TRUNK OR TREAT
What a great turn out and evening for 
Trunk or Treat! Thank you to 
everyone who came out and visited or 
participated in handing out candy. 
Also thanks for Parkview Methodist 
Church for joining us! See everyone 
next year!!  

Big thanks to Miamisburg PD for 
helping with traffic!
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
The discipleship committee sent 2 quilts and 5 school kits to Lutheran World Relief in October.

A special thank you to Gail Braun for sewing the 2 quilts and the 5 drawstring cloth backpacks for the 
school kits.

Next year, with the congregations support, the discipleship committee would like to send personal 
care kits, fabric kits and baby care kits. 

SHRED AND BREAD
If you missed our event and want to 
donate to Helping Hands anyway via 

our website, 
www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org and 
select Miamisburg Helping Hands 
option. 100% percent of donations 
go to helping hands.



Volume MMXXII Issue 11    November 2022 6

SUNDAY ZOOM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85711628176?pwd=V0dOK21vekJqNTIwM3hOT2UyNzkyQT09

Meeting ID: 857 1162 8176
Passcode: 071964

One tap mobile
+19292056099,,85711628176#,,,,*071964# US (New York)
+13017158592,,85711628176#,,,,*071964# US (Washington DC)

Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Meeting ID: 857 1162 8176
Passcode: 071964

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdSEte9ZyO

REMINDER
You can always find the Zoom link for the simulcast Sunday services on St. John's website: 
www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org

Click on the "In-Person Worship and Simulcast Link" menu option near the top of the home page.
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Congregational Contacts

We 

November 2
Aubrey Knight

November 4
Emma Holtzman

November 8
Bruce Holtzman

November 9
Fernando Ñauta

November 11
Suzzie Page

November 14
Rose Ann Douglas

November 20
Steven Page

November 22
Brooklyn Mikesell

November 29
Cindy Kemper
Hannah Settle

November 6
David & Julie Helter

November 8
Mike & Sara Bell

November 13
Terry & Tonya McKown

November 14
Steve & Renee Lamb

November 17
Austin & Molly Brewer
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NOVEMBER
November 2, 9, 16, 30   6:30 p.m. Adult Book Study
November 3   7:00 p.m. Girl Scout Leaders Meeting
November 5, 12, 19 10:30 a.m. Dayton Tamil Academy
November 7   6:30 p.m. WELCA Monthly Meeting
November 8   5:30 a.m. General Election

  6:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #35159
November 9   6:30 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #30200
November 12   9:00 a.m. Church Work Day
November 13   1:00 p.m. Area 56
November 20   6:00 a.m. SonRise Breakfast
November 22   6:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #35159

Sunday at 7:30 p.m. - AA/Al Anon meets in Fellowship Hall
Monday & Friday at noon - AA Group meets in Fellowship Hall

470 S. Gebhart Church Road
Miamisburg, OH  45342
Phone: 937-866-3780
Office Hours: M-T-T-F 9:00 a.m. 12:00 Noon
Closed Wednesdays
Web: www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org

Email: secretary@stjohnsmiamisburg.org


