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People of St. John’s, 
 

It is good to be with you!  I joined you right before the holiday season and that’s a hard time 
to get to know people.  Christmas means family and travel and an interruption from “normal”.  
It’s the “normal” you I’ve been eager to know.  I’m thrilled to report that, as normal has 
resumed, I’ve been able to meet many of you individually.  I’m hoping that continues! 
 
My early report after getting to know you deeper:  I like you!  I’m thrilled to be here and 
want many bright years together.   
 
There is some work we can do to help ensure a long, mutually beneficial relationship.  
Consider a marriage:  when a couple first comes to me as pastor and wants to get married, I 
rejoice with them.  It’s a huge deal.  I then talk about pre-marital counseling ahead of the 
wedding.  I have skills and tools to impart that will help a couple in their “happily ever after” 
pursuits.  Yet, many couples scoff and want nothing to do with pre-marriage counseling.  
They only want me to officiate their “perfect day”, missing the bigger picture of life together.   
I suppose at that age, I knew everything too, and wasn’t as open to learning as I should 
have been.   
 
As a new pastor here, I also bring helpful tools for our life together.  I’m hopeful that we, 
collectively, are wiser than the stereotypical soon-to-be newlyweds.  I’d like to share some 
tools and learnings with you for our life together.  Toward that end, I’m offering a Lenten 
series called “Healthy Congregations”.  It’s a program written to help healthy churches stay 
that way.  It celebrates what’s working and helps us to be set up for success going forward.   

 
 

 (Continued on next page) 
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Wednesday evenings at 7 pm, anyone willing to invest themselves in the health of our church 
and future is invited for learnings and conversations.  This will include video, lessons, and 
discussions.  This is a program I have used elsewhere and have come to treasure.  I want to 
share it with you.  Are you able and willing to join us?  Together, let’s grow in Christ.  I leave 
you with these words from St. Paul: 
 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love. (I Corinthians 13:11-13) 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor John 
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Join us for some fun before we move 
into the season of Lent, with pancakes 
and fellowship on February 11th at 
9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Pancake decorating, races, and a 
search for alleluias are optional.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

February 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

Service will also air via ZOOM.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Zoom Meeting – this information is for ASH WEDNESDAY. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89799290986?pwd=Y1BBSmdxdHdDZHd4bU5XY2s0UVAwZz09  
 
Meeting ID: 897 9929 0986 

Passcode: 503764 
 
Dial by your location 
• +1 309 205 3325 US 
• +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

 

We are Christian disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying God’s grace! 
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SUNDAY ZOOM 

 
 
On Saturday, January 27th, we had a great 
night of games and fellowship.  
 
Stay tuned for details for the next game night! 
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SUNDAY ZOOM 

ARE YOU A THRIVENT MEMBER? 
Thrivent members are eligible for participating in the Thrivent Choice program, where up to 
$250 per project can be requested.  These projects are intended for outreach programs, not 
the general expenses of the congregation, and could be requested for such events and 
activities as the Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser, Shred & Bread fundraiser, Christmas Forest, 
School Supplies, and any other outreach activities that our congregation supports.   
 
How can you help?  Contact your Thrivent representative to see if your membership makes 
you eligible for the Thrivent Choice program.   
 
If you are eligible, please let Linda Kent or Karen Doyle know so that we can create a list of 
Thrivent members within the congregation. 
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SUNDAY ZOOM 

Join Zoom Meeting on Sundays 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85711628176?pwd=V0dOK21vekJqNTIwM3hOT2UyNzkyQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 857 1162 8176 
Passcode: 071964 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,85711628176#,,,,*071964# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,85711628176#,,,,*071964# US (Washington DC) 
 
Dial by your location 
       +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 857 1162 8176 
Passcode: 071964 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdSEte9ZyO 
 

REMINDER 
You can always find the Zoom link for the simulcast Sunday services on St. John's website: 
www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org 
 
Click on the "In-Person Worship and Simulcast Link" menu option near the top of the home 
page. 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MrO2qJTs0a2K4ToGapmD7ehSeOScca97enIpYc9TjKgcjlECPK2mKh-JIynvYjYnH5aTA8ZHb3rdcDjbfIh3-VliPiLFYH_VLtJXNwsVf8Ysnkaxp7PFyma-pWBNHXAK5bnDLQzr2JcdamS8LDkJt5lpT2Xfp38Wh-RcW45ECqaWO1rowHq3a7vsVH4h1w5hvCTNXntJtIFbepDXD9v0keJh7dpMXiN8&c=Ckx002DzQNiMPsECzW-NHdr-SNXgW_bDml3hFHPmXpAKegIqI_mIQQ==&ch=WzgNbE5-4h70_6JEkCW-LSNHLTjkSS0r0usCtJ8NpECNiKn86NPK8g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MrO2qJTs0a2K4ToGapmD7ehSeOScca97enIpYc9TjKgcjlECPK2mKh-JIynvYjYnoQbxwg5h3DPbxJHek1g1IhjF7l-mXy1zvU19owIBws25cVmMX4yZuH0LWsoYXfA3qOUdlZV6OmXMoWuyQel03dtIw4Ye9Uo2&c=Ckx002DzQNiMPsECzW-NHdr-SNXgW_bDml3hFHPmXpAKegIqI_mIQQ==&ch=WzgNbE5-4h70_6JEkCW-LSNHLTjkSS0r0usCtJ8NpECNiKn86NPK8g==
http://www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org/


Volume MMXXVI Issue 2    February 2024 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Contacts 
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February 1 
 Allen Jackson 
February 3 
 Priscilla Goldie 
 Linda Kent 
February 5 
 Traci Smith 
February 9 
 Tom Hoffman 
February 11 
 Molly Brewer 
February 12 
 Joe Wilson 
February 17 
 Gary Ball 
February 18 
 Joyce Petticrew 
February 28 
 Diane Naylor 
 David Page 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

470 S. Gebhart Church Road 

Miamisburg, OH  45342 

Phone: 937-866-3780 

Office Hours: M-T-T-F 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

Web: www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org 

Email: secretary@stjohnsmiamisburg.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR 
 February 3 10:00 a.m. Dayton Tamil Academy 
 February 4   1:00 p.m. Area 56 
 February 10 10:00 a.m. Dayton Tamil Academy 

 February 11   9:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast 
 February 13   6:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #35159 

   6:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #3330-2023 
   7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

 February 14   7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
 February 17 10:00 a.m. Dayton Tamil Academy 
 February 21   7:00 p.m. Lenten Series 

 February 24 10:00 a.m. Area 56 Assembly 
 10:00 a.m. Dayton Tamil Academy 

 February 27   6:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #35159 
   6:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #3330-2023 

 February 28   7:00 p.m. Lenten Series 
 

Sunday’s at 7:30 p.m. - AA/Al Anon meets in Fellowship Hall 
Monday’s & Friday’s at noon - AA Group meets in Fellowship Hall 
 

Please notify the office of any meetings and/or events that need to be included in the calendar.  
This will ensure rooms are not double booked. 

We are Christian disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying God’s grace! 
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