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I’d like to share with you one of my favorite bible stories: Luke 24:13-35.  It was a confusing 

time.  Jesus had been arrested and killed.  The hopes and dreams of the disciples and other 
followers of Jesus seemed to also have been killed.  Yet, when all hope seemed lost, rumors 
started circulating.  Jesus rose from the dead! Yet, people don’t rise from the dead.  Yet, an 
awful lot of people are saying they’ve seen and heard proof.  Do we dare hope again? 
 
A group on a journey to Emmaus shares their consternation.  They walk alongside a stranger.  
This stranger seems to believe that, not only is Jesus risen from the dead, but that this 
fulfilled scripture and that Jesus is the Christ.  It’s nice to be around hopeful people, even if 
this group couldn’t quite get themselves there.   
 
After arriving and inviting the stranger to join them for dinner, he breaks the bread and all 
recognize him as Jesus.  Then --- he disappears; They believe!  They are off and running all 
the way back to where they started.  Hope arrived, and in the breaking of the bread no less. 
 

I love this story because it so often captures my journey.  I’m walking through life.  I’m 
pondering life, the universe and everything, and I’m wonder about God.   And – often in 
hindsight – it hits me that Jesus has been present, leading and teaching me this whole time.  
This hindsight happens, often at least, when I slow down and focus on God.  I share 
communion; God is present.  The variable isn’t God’s presence, but whether I’m focused on 
it.  Even when I’m not – which is all too often, God can and does break through, reminding 
us of Christ’s presence always. 
 

In our life together as church, this is a great passage too.  We never know where we are 
going in life, not really.  And Christ is beside us, teaching and leading us.  As church, our 
challenge is to be ready for those moments.  We do best when we don’t assume we know 
where we are going or how the future will look.  We do best when we’re listening and ready  
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for God’s presence in and among us.  We’ll be looking at how to be a “ready”, “agile” church, 
following the nudgings of the spirit.  It’s the best way of walking, especially in times of 
change.  We get out of the way and let Christ lead.  Being agile together as God’s church will 
be a major theme for us this year. 
 
Blessings in Christ’s surprising presence, 
Pastor John Czarnota 
 

 
The next annual congregational meeting will be Sunday, January 
26th after church.  
 

Please plan on staying after worship for this brief meeting 
 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor John invites you to join an adult Bible study on Sundays at 9:00 am.  
 
The study will explore discussions and teachings from the book, Making Sense of Scripture.  
Participation does not require any books or supplies.  
 
We welcome you to join us on Sunday mornings in the upper room. 
 
GAME NIGHT 
May the games begin!  
 
Bring your favorite or play something new, or just come for dinner and good company on a 
winter evening.   
 
Join the fun in fellowship hall on Saturday, January 25th at 5pm.  
 

JOIN ZOOM MEETING  
 
Meeting ID: 857 1162 8176 
Passcode: 071964 
Dial: 929-205-6099 

OR 
You can always find the Zoom link for the simulcast services on St. John's website: 
www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org.  Click on the "In-Person Worship and Simulcast Link" menu option near 
the top of the home page. 
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Congregational Contacts 
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JANUARY 
January 5 
 Julie Helter 
 Elijah Morris 
 Gary & Diane Naylor 
January 11 
 Wyatt Turkelson 
January 14 
 Robin Skelding 
January 23 
 Ben Hoffman 
January 25 
 Mike Bell 
January 26 
 Nancy McCabe 
January 28 
 Paige Turkelson 
FEBRUARY 
February 1 
 Allen Jackson 
February 3 
 Linda Kent 
 Priscilla Goldie 
February 9 
 Tom Hoffman 
February 11 
 Molly Brewer 
February 12 

 Joe Wilson 
February 18 
 Joyce Petticrew 
February 28 
 Diane Naylor 
 David Page 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

470 S. Gebhart Church Road 

Miamisburg, OH  45342 

Phone: 937-866-3780 

Office Hours: M-T-T 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

Web: www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org 

Email: secretary@stjohnsmiamisburg.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

 January 25    5:00 p.m.  Game Night 
 January 26  11:00 a.m.  Annual Congregational Meeting 
    6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #35159 
    6:30 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #32299 

 January 28    6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #3330 
 February 6    7:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Leaders Meeting 
 February 9    6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #35159 
    6:30 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #32299 
 February 11    6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #3330 

 February 23    6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #35159 
    6:30 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #32299 

 February 25    6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #3330 
 
 
 
Sunday’s at 7:30 p.m.    AA/Al Anon meets in Fellowship Hall 
Monday’s & Friday’s at noon  AA Group meets in Fellowship Hall 
Friday’s at 6:30 p.m.    Dayton Tamil Academy 
 
Please notify the office of any meetings and/or events that need to be included in the 
calendar.   This will ensure rooms are not double booked. 
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