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The days grow shorter — it's dark by dinner time! It's growing colder (more or less)...
the signs that another year is drawing to a close, and that Christmas celebrations are
soon approaching.

Tucked into our fall is the secular holiday of Thanksgiving — where all are invited to
follow the practice of gratitude, like Christians are asked to practice daily; and the
churchy holiday of Advent, where the secular world is oblivious to church tradition, but
where the church celebrates the “now but not yet” of the coming of Christ. It’s a lot to
tuck into the last bit of the year!

So — here’s some more. In the midst of the busy season of thanksgiving, welcoming
Christ, anticipating his return, etc. ... a reminder to have compassion for those that are
grieving. Holidays are hard times when loved ones are absent — for whatever reason.
Many of us will have that “blue Christmas” effect of going through what’s supposed to
be a celebration, with a heavy heart. Be aware of those around you, their needs, as
well as your own heart’s grieving. Our Christmas story (The bible one, not the
shopping mall one) is filled with reasons for sorrow and uncertainty, even as the birth
of the savior of the world is announced. We recognize the pain still in the world (our
own and general) even as God’s triumph is announced.

On a personal note, this fall is a time of healing for me, as I undergo a major
surgery/recovery period. I appreciate your prayers through this time. I will be looking
forward to returning, just as soon as my body lets me. As I go through a dark
journey, I too am mindful of the “not yet” of our proclamation. Christ is with us
ESPECIALLY in the dark times, be they “holidays” or “normal time”. Blessings on the
journey.

In Christ,
Pastor John
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St. Jacob will be the host of the annual Thanksgiving worship service on Sunday,
November 23 at 7:00 p.m.

Help by passing the word along about the service to your family and friends.

Join us on Saturday,
November 29 at 9:00
to decorate the church for Christmas.

the Chi?h

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
All ages are invited to the Sunday school chapel at 9:00 a.m. on November 30%.

We will be making Corn Husk angel ornaments as we begin our time of preparing and
waiting.

The office will be closed the week of
Thanksgiving (November 24" thru

November 28™") and will reopen on
Monday, December 1%, e )| e
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING

Mark your calendars for lunch and caroling after worship on December 7.
Watch for more information.

CHRISTMAS FOREST

The Christmas Forest will be set up in the narthex and will have tags for families in the
Miamisburg School District. There will also tags for Helping Hands.

Monetary donations will be used to purchase gifts. Please contact Cheryl Page (937-
602-7952) if you have any questions. More information to come in the following
weeks.

WELCA CHRISTMAS PARTY

All women are invited to Cheryl Page’s home at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, December 8t
for WELCA's annual Christmas party. There will be a gift exchange, food and
fellowship, and it's a lot of fun. If you are planning on coming, please bring a wrapped
gift for the exchange.

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

Orders for your Christmas Poinsettias ($12 each) will begin on Sunday, November 23™
and must be turned into the church by Sunday, December 14%. Look for the order
forms in the narthex and place in offering plate or call the church office, 937-866-3780
to place your order. Poinsettias will decorate the church on Christmas Eve and may be
taken home following the services. Donations may also be made to Helping Hands.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVA MAE COX
Please join us for a party celebrating Eva Mae's 90t

‘ birthday.
¥ n 0 I | Saturday, December 13% from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. in
1 ~ l — (O Fellowship Hall.
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St. John's Christmas Eve service will
be Wednesday, December 24" at
7:30 p.m.

EA-N.DLEUGHT SER\)I.C'E. Please come for worship and singing.
; (7 vislmeas ((' /),., K

The office will be closed Monday, December 22 thru Friday, January 2.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Karen
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YOUTH SUNDAY MORNINGS

Middle and High School aged youth are meeting at 9:00 a.m. on the first and third
Sundays of the month for Bible study and Service projects. If you have an idea for a
service project or a topic you would like to share with them, contact Brook Nauta.

On October 12, Pastor John and his family members taught a few of us about their
hobby Disc Golf at the beautiful Sycamore Trails Park. Fun was had by all!
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Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85711628176?pwd=V0dOK21vekJgNTIwWM3hOT2UyNzkyQT
09

Meeting ID: 857 1162 8176

Passcode: 071964

One tap mobile

+19292056099,,85711628176#,,,,071964+# US (New York)
+13017158592,,85711628176+#,,,,071964+# US (Washington DC)

Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 857 1162 8176
Passcode: 071964
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdSEte9Z2yO

REMINDER
You can always find the Zoom link for the simulcast services on St. John's website:
www.stjohnsmiamisburg.org

Click on the "In-Person Worship and Simulcast Link" menu option near the top of the
home page.

ARE YOU A THRIVENT MEMBER?

Thrivent members are eligible for participating in the Thrivent Choice program, where
up to $250 per project can be requested. These projects are intended for outreach
programs, not the general expenses of the congregation, and could be requested for
such events and activities as the Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser, Shred & Bread
fundraiser, Christmas Forest, School Supplies, and any other outreach activities that
our congregation supports.

How can you help? Contact your Thrivent representative to see if your membership
makes you eligible for the Thrivent Choice program.

If you are eligible, please let Linda Kent or Karen Doyle know so that we can create a
list of Thrivent members within the congregation.
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Budget Report for October 2025

Income for October 2025: $8,485.21

Expenses for October 2025:

Outreach $466.00
Staff $7,575.87
Facility Upkeep/Administration $1,675.66
Property Insurance $472.00 November 2 i
Utilties $588 05 Aubrey Knight
Committees $20.88 $10.795.46 November 4
October Bud Bal $2,313.25 Emma HOItzman
t t i - - ,313.
ctober Budget Balance (income - expenses) { ) November 6
YTD Income: $98,680.11 David & Ju"e He|ter
YTD Expenses: $107,438.29
YTD Balance: ($8,758.18) November 7
Description of categories: Erln Randa”
Outreach: Synod benevolence. Novem ber 8
Staff: Pastor and staff pay and expenses.
Facility Upkeep/Administration: Mai 1ce and office expenses. Bruce HOItzman
Property Insurance: paid monthly M|ke & Sara Be”
Committees: Discipleship, Learning, Worship & Music. November 9

Utilities: Natural gas, electricity, water and trash services.

Fernando Nauta
November 11
CONGREGATIONAL CONTACTS Suzie Page
November 14
Rose Ann Douglas

Pastor John Czamota Pastor 920-642-3363
November 14
Council Members *Executive Committee Steve & Renee Lamb
Julie Helter *President 937-232-3378 November 20
Everett Morris *Vice President 937-760-1099 Steven Page
Linda Kent *Church Treasurer 937-885-3529/937-572-7815 N 29
Judy Kuemmel *Financial Secretary 937-321-1198 ovemer
Garry Andrews *Recording Secretary 937-848-2090 Clndy Abrego
Cindy Kemper 937-367-2341 Hannah Settle
Cathy Zimmer 937-212-9283 December 1
Eva Mae Cox
Organizations, Boards and Staff Beth Knlg ht
Karen Doyle Church Secretary/Messenger Editor 937-866-3780 December 4
Tom Hoffman Board of Trustees Chairman 937-859-8871/937-654-1218 Rvlev Lamb
Cheryl Page Discipleship Committee Chairman 937-602-7952 yley Lam
Brook Nauta Learning Committee Chair 513-217-0564/937-367-1473 December 6
Ida Geary WELCA President 937-626-7765 Pastor John & Erin
Doug McCabe Organist 937-866-8669 D
. mber 11
Brook Nauta Children’s Choir 513-217-0564/937-367-1473 ecﬁl beW'l
ary Wwilson
Christian Education December 13
Beth Knight Pre-k through 1% Grade 937-414-5212 N
Barb Hoffman 937-859-8871/937-231-6341 Jesse Nauta
Brook Nauta 2™ Grade through 6" Grade 513-217-0564/937-367-1473 December 14
Robin Skelding Confirmation 9377485405 David & Cheryl Page

December 18

Gary & Debbie Ball
December 19

Harley Lamb
December 27

Pat McGraw

Ministry Contacts
Nancy McCabe Prayer Chain 937-654-4972
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St. Jobhns Lutheran

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

470 S. Gebhart Church Road

Miamisburg, OH 45342

Phone: 937-866-3780

Office Hours: M-T-T 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon
Web: www.stjiohnsmiamisburg.org

Email: secretary@stjohnsmiamisburg.org
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
e November 15 5:30 p.m.  Soup, Pie Auction & Bingo
e November 16 6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #39996
e November 23 7:00 p.m.  Community Thanksgiving Worship
e November 29 9:00 a.m.  Decorating church for Christmas
e December 4 7:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Leaders Meeting
e December 6 10:00 a.m.  Area 56 Assembly
e December 7 11:30 a.m.  Christmas Caroling
e December 8 6:00 p.m. WELCA Meeting @ Cheryl Page’s Home
e December 9 6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #3330
e December 13 1:00 p.m.  Birthday Celebration for Eva Mae Cox
e December 14 6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop #35159
e December 24 7:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Service
Sundays at 7:30 p.m. AA/Al Anon meets in Fellowship Hall
Mondays & Fridays at noon AA Group meets in Fellowship Hall
Friday’s at 6:30 p.m. thru May Dayton Tamil Academy

Please notify the office of any meetings andyor events that need to be included in
the calendar. This will ensure rooms are not double booked.
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